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Background 
The aim of the HELCOM Baltic Sea environment fact sheets (BSEFS) is to provide information on the recent 
state of and trends in the Baltic marine environment. So far, the BSEFS inform about hydrographic 
variations (temperature, salinity, inflows and runoff) which largely regulate the marine life, inputs and 
concentrations of nutrients and hazardous substances, plankton blooms and species composition, 
radioactivity and illegal oil discharges. However, the recent published “State of the Baltic Sea” report and 
indicator fact sheets complement or sometimes duplicate the information in the BSEFS but BSEFS do not 
contain thresholds. 

STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 took note of the review of the Baltic Sea environment fact sheets (BSEFS) 
and considered the overlap between BSEFS and the recently published “State of the Baltic Sea” report and 
core indicators, and agreed that wherever possible the BSEFS should be integrated into relevant indicator 
reports, and that priority should be given to keeping the indicator report up to date. The meeting agreed on 
actions to integrate the overlapping BSEFS to the indicator reports and further agreed that the respective 
leads, as identified in the document, will commence with implementing the actions. The meeting invited 
the Leads to report on progress of the work to State and Conservation 10-2019. 

This document contains the review of the BSEFS relevant for IN-EUTROPHICATION with actions approved by 
STATE & CONSERVATION 9.  

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

-  Take note of the review and consider the actions suggested by STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 to 
be taken forward by IN Eutrophication. 
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Review of the Baltic Sea environment fact sheets 
The Baltic Sea environment fact sheets give a good overview about trends of certain parameters in the 
Baltic Sea area. However, with the recently published “State of the Baltic Sea report” and the indicator fact 
sheets it is necessary to review the setup of BSEFS. It should be avoided to present similar or identical 
information in BSEFS and indicator fact sheets. Furthermore, it should be checked if BSEFS, not updated for 
a longer time, are still valid and with which interval these should be updated.  

This document presents recommendations for the BSEFS related to eutrophication. The Meeting is invited 
to discuss the different options and decide on commencing with implementing the actions. 
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Table 1 Overview of the BSEFS extracted from the Helcom web side 19-9-2018. 

Theme Name Lead updated  Actions approved by State & 
Conservation 9-2018 

Link 

eutro An unusual phytoplankton 
event five years later: the 
fate of the atypical range 
expansion of marine 
species into the south-
eastern Baltic 

PEG 2010 The BSEFS should be not updated any 
more and marked as such. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/an-unusual-
phytoplankton-event/ 

eutro Bacterioplankton growth SE 2015 Should be developed further as a core 
indicator if possible. Germany checks 
nationally and reports to State & 
Conservation. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/bacterioplankton-growth/ 

eutro Concentrations, temporal 
variations and regional 
differences from satellite 
remote sensing 

JRC 2006 This BSEFS should be kept but must be 
updated regularly. Could be used as a 
basis for an indicator in the future. Goes 
to IN EUTRO for evaluation of how the 
information could be incorporated into 
the relevant fact sheet. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/chlorophyll-a/ 

eutro Cyanobacteria biomass 
1990-2016 

PEG 2017 This BSEFS should not be updated 
anymore and marked as such, since 
indicator report is available or could be 
included in such if relevant. Goes to IN 
EUTRO for evaluation of how the 
information could be incorporated into 
the relevant indicator report. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-biomass/ 

eutro Cyanobacteria bloom 
index 

FI 2008 This BSEFS should not be updated 
anymore and marked as such, since 
indicator fact sheet is available or could 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-bloom-
index/ 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/an-unusual-phytoplankton-event/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/an-unusual-phytoplankton-event/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/an-unusual-phytoplankton-event/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/bacterioplankton-growth/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/bacterioplankton-growth/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/chlorophyll-a/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/chlorophyll-a/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-biomass/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-biomass/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-bloom-index/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-bloom-index/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacteria-bloom-index/
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be included in such if relevant. Goes to 
IN EUTRO for evaluation of how the 
information could be incorporated into 
the relevant indicator report. 

eutro Cyanobacterial blooms in 
the Baltic Sea in 2017 

SE 2017 This BSEFS should go to IN EUTRO for 
evaluation of how the information 
could be incorporated into the relevant 
indicator report.  

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacterial-blooms-in-
the-baltic-sea/ 

eutro Impacts of invasive 
phytoplankton species on 
the Baltic Sea ecosystem in 
1980-2008 

PEG 2009 If still needed, this should be combined 
with the Biopollution Index 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/impacts-of-invasive-
phytoplankton-species-on-the-baltic-sea-ecosystem-
in-1980-2008/ 

eutro Atmospheric nitrogen 
depositions to the Baltic 
Sea during 1995-2015 

EMEP 2017 Still relevant and should be updated 
regularly. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-atmospheric-
deposition-to-the-baltic-sea/ 

eutro Nitrogen emissions to the 
air in the Baltic Sea area 

EMEP 2018 Still relevant and should be updated 
regularly. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-emissions-to-the-
air-in-the-baltic-sea-area/ 

eutro Phytoplankton 
community composition 
in relation to the pelagic 
food web in the open 
northern Baltic sea 

FI 2015 This BSEFS should not be updated 
anymore and marked as such, since 
indicator report is available or could be 
included in such if relevant. Goes to PEG 
and IN EUTRO to see how it could be 
incorporated into the indicator report 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/phytoplankton-
community-composition/ 

eutro Shifts in the Baltic Sea 
summer phytoplankton 
communities in 1992-2006 

PEG 2007 This BSEFS should not be updated 
anymore and marked as such, since 
indicator fact sheet is available or could 
be included in such if relevant. Goes to 
PEG and IN EUTRO to see how it could 
be incorporated into the indicator 
report. 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/shifts-in-the-baltic-sea-
summer-phytoplankton-communities-in-1992-2006/ 

eutro Spatial distribution of the 
winter nutrient pool 2017 

SMHI 2018 This BSEFS should not be updated 
anymore and marked as such, since 
indicator fact sheet is available or could 
be included in such if relevant. Goes to 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-
fact-sheets/eutrophication/spatial-distribution-of-the-
winter-nutrient-pool/ 

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacterial-blooms-in-the-baltic-sea/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacterial-blooms-in-the-baltic-sea/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/cyanobacterial-blooms-in-the-baltic-sea/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/impacts-of-invasive-phytoplankton-species-on-the-baltic-sea-ecosystem-in-1980-2008/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/impacts-of-invasive-phytoplankton-species-on-the-baltic-sea-ecosystem-in-1980-2008/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/impacts-of-invasive-phytoplankton-species-on-the-baltic-sea-ecosystem-in-1980-2008/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/impacts-of-invasive-phytoplankton-species-on-the-baltic-sea-ecosystem-in-1980-2008/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-atmospheric-deposition-to-the-baltic-sea/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-atmospheric-deposition-to-the-baltic-sea/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-atmospheric-deposition-to-the-baltic-sea/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-emissions-to-the-air-in-the-baltic-sea-area/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-emissions-to-the-air-in-the-baltic-sea-area/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/nitrogen-emissions-to-the-air-in-the-baltic-sea-area/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/phytoplankton-community-composition/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/phytoplankton-community-composition/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/phytoplankton-community-composition/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/shifts-in-the-baltic-sea-summer-phytoplankton-communities-in-1992-2006/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/shifts-in-the-baltic-sea-summer-phytoplankton-communities-in-1992-2006/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/shifts-in-the-baltic-sea-summer-phytoplankton-communities-in-1992-2006/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/spatial-distribution-of-the-winter-nutrient-pool/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/spatial-distribution-of-the-winter-nutrient-pool/
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/environment-fact-sheets/eutrophication/spatial-distribution-of-the-winter-nutrient-pool/
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PEG and IN EUTRO to see how it could 
be incorporated into the indicator 
report 
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